
 

COLIN CHAPMAN
 

When the name Lotus is mentioned the man, Colin Chapman comes immediately into mind. The founder of Lotus, Anthony Colin Bruce Chapman, was born of ordinary, parents in the London area of England on May 9, 1928. His father was a hotel manager. His youth was filled with typical English boyhood antics and schooling. By the age of 17 he was entering the University College of London University to study engineering. And, as any story about motorcars would begin, Colin was already travelling about on his Panther 350cc motorcycle. Unfortunately the Panther was short lived and by the University's welcoming dance the Panther was written off, having been smashed into the door of a taxi. His interest motorcars had yet to be piqued but, with the arrival of Christmas Colin was presented with a '37 maroon Morris 8 Tourer.
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Colin Chapman
 

 

The Morris was lavished with Colin's attention and was used for transporting himself to and from is home and the University. Often he would have fellow students Colin Dare and Hazel Williams, who Colin had met at a dance in 1945, as passengers in his journeys. These journeys were not without peril and adventure. But Colin had turned them into sport, always interested in setting new records for traveling the distance between home and Hazel's, Colin Dare's and school in the shortest amount of time.
 

It was soon after entering the London University, that he and Colin Dare began a second hand car sales business. The year being 1946 cars were scarce and the business boomed, growing to one to two cars being bought and sold per week. Often lectures were skipped in order that "deals" could be secured. As the inventory of cars grew the space to keep the cars became insufficient and the two Colins were seen stashing cars in the lock up shed behind Hazel's home. The normal buying and selling became easy and the two Colins grew into modifying and improving their cars before placing them on the block. This brought greater profits, but more work. This booming business was not to last as in 1947 the British government did away with the basic petro rationing and new cars became plentiful and the demand for second hand vehicles crashed. The business was disbanded and what remained was an old clapped out 1937 Austin 7.
 

He qualified as a pilot while still a student, then graduated as a civil engineer from University College London in 1948, before spending his National Service as a pilot in the RAF.
 

In 1952 he founded the Lotus Engineering Co Ltd, using a small loan from Hazel Williams, his future wife, to buy and sell used cars. Initially he modified and raced these cars himself in trials and hillclimbs, selling each to finance building or converting the next, while working full-time for the British Aluminium Company. In 1954 Chapman was able to take up running Lotus Engineering as a full-time job, and to set up Team Lotus to oversee the racing. By this stage he was already working as a consultant for the BRM and Vanwall Formula 1 teams. Among his first paid employees were Graham Hill, and Keith Duckworth and Mike Costin (the pair who founded Cosworth - the latter became Lotus's chief aerodynamicist, having previously worked for de Havilland).
 

 





 

Austin Seven
 

 

Lotus's Formula 1 debut came in 1958. Over the next 24 years, Chapman's moustache and cloth cap (which he threw into the air whenever Team Lotus won a race) would become familiar at tracksides around the world. He was a constant source of technical innovation, and it is probably fair to say that he did more than anyone else to change motor racing worldwide. He died of a heart attack on 16 December, 1982. By this time, he was embroiled in the murky financial waters of the Delorean scandal, that would eventually also claim the life of his team.
 

Chapman had a legendary ability to throw himself into a new field of study. He is said to have learnt accounting in a single weekend when it became necessary for the running of his company. He showed the same ability in several other fields, such as aerodynamics, where he read every book he could find on the subject. If he had a weakness, it was that he was never satisfied with simply patiently developing something. In classic alpha-personality style, he would quickly become bored and start looking for the next breakthrough. The other classic personality trait that he displayed was introversion. Although often regarded as not being a 'people person' and as hard to approach, Chapman had several close friends in whose company he obviously delighted. This second weakness would nearly lead him to disband the Lotus team after Jim Clark was killed - but it was the former that would, years after Chapman's own death, eventually have effects that helped to bring the team down.
 

 

CHAPMAN AS DRIVER
 

Chapman started out building cars to drive himself. He developed quite a reputation around the British club-racing scene, especially in 1951 as he dominated in the Lotus III so completely that the formula was changed to outlaw his car. He entered the 1956 French Grand Prix, qualifying 5th in a Vanwall, though he did not start the race. His race career was curtailed by his growing responsibilities to the team - he was no longer an asset that could be risked in the increasingly lethal world of top-level motor racing of the early 1960s. His only other major race was the 1960 British Grand Prix touring car support race, which he won in a Jaguar.
 

 

GENIUS
 

A true genius, many of his ideas can still be seen in Formula 1 and other top levels of motor sport (such as Indycars) today.
 

He pioneered the use of struts as a rear suspension device. Even today, struts used in the rear of a vehicle are known as Chapman struts.
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His next major innovation was to adopt the use of monocoque (stressed-skin) unibodies (i.e. it replaced both the body and frame, which until then had been separate components) for cars. This was the first major advance in which he introduced aeroplane technology to cars. The resultant body was both lighter, stronger (i.e. stiffer), and also provided better driver protection in the event of a crash. The first Lotus to feature this technology was the Lotus Elite, in 1958. Amazingly, the body of the car was made out of fibreglass, making it also the first car made out of composites.
 

In 1962 he extended this innovation to racing cars, with the revolutionary Lotus 25 Formula 1 car. This technique fairly quickly replaced what had been for many decades the standard in racing-cars, the tube-frame chassis. Although the material has changed from sheet aluminium to carbon fibre, this remains today the standard technique for building top-level racing cars.
It was he who really brought aerodynamics into being a first-rank influence on car engineering. He popularized the concept of positive aerodynamic downforce, through the addition of front and rear wings. Early efforts were mounted 3 feet or so above the car, in order to operate in 'clean air' (i.e. air that would not otherwise be disturbed by the passage of the car). However the thin supporting struts failed regularly, forcing the FIA to require the wings to be attached directly to the bodywork. He also pioneered the movement of radiators away from the front of the car, to decrease air resistance at speed. Both of these concepts also remain features of high performance racing cars today.
 

Another concept of Chapman's was "ground effect", whereby a partial vacuum was created under the car by use of venturis, generating "downforce" which held it securely to the road whilst cornering, etc. (Modern racing cars generate enough downforce that they could theoretically be driven on the ceiling once they are up to speed, although the fuel system and other parts of the car rely on gravity and so a Formula One car could not in reality be driven upside down.) Initially this technique utilized sliding "skirts" which made contact with the ground to keep the area of low pressure isolated. The skirts were also banned, for if during cornering the car went over a curb, and the skirt were damaged, downforce was lost, and the car could became extremely unstable. Downforce remains a critical part of racing car technology, and modern designers, aided by extensive wind tunnel testing, have regained most of what was lost through the banning of skirts.
 

His last major technical innovation was the creation of the dual-chassis car design, in which different parts of the vehicle were given different suspension. The banning of this by the FIA really upset him, and may have precipitated ill health, which was to dog him for the final few years of his life. However, it inspired active suspension, pioneered by Lotus.
 

It wasn't purely as a designer that he excelled; he was also a canny businessman who introduced sponsorship into Formula 1, beginning the process of raising the sport from gentlemens' entertainment to a multi-million pound enterprise. Unfortunately, he made a bad decision to become involved with a new venture of his friend John De Lorean, to manufacture sports cars. The full extent of his involvement has never been made public, but it is believed he would have been prosecuted for his involvement of inveigling government funds.
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Colin Chapman
 

 

1950s Origins
 

The first car that we now call a Lotus was built by Colin Chapman in a lock-up garage behind his girl friend's house in 1946 or 1947. At the time he called it an Austin Seven Special, and it competed in mud plugging trials in 1948. The first car he actually called a Lotus, at the time, was built in 1949 whilst he was in the Royal Air Force, and was built in the same lock-up garage. It was also intended for competition in trials, and was fitted with a more powerful Ford engine instead of the Austin Seven unit used in the previous car. Chapman made sure that it could also be used as a practical road car, and in 1950 entered it in his first race at Silverstone, where he took on a Type 37 Bugatti and won! This changed his whole interest in motor sport, and he decided to build a road racing sports car to compete in the new 750 Formula in 1951.
 

This car was called the Lotus Mk III, and his previous car became the Lotus Mk II, and the original Austin Seven Special became the Lotus Mk I - long after it had been sold! The new racer was started in the same lock-up garage, but then Chapman met the Allen brothers, Michael and Nigel, who had a very well equipped workshop beside their house, and were persuaded to join him in building a team of three racers for the new Formula. They only had time to finish one, and it was an enormous success in 1951, winning every race it finished in the 750 Formula, and often beating cars of double the engine size in other races.
 

The Lotus Engineering Company was formed on 1st January 1952 with Michael and Colin as the two directors, and they started to build the car which was to be the first production Lotus, the Mark VI. In 1952, fitted with the new 1.5 litre Ford Consul engine, it raced twice before being written off in a road accident. Several orders had ben received from customers, and an order for six chassis frames was placed by Lotus with two friends who formed the Progress Chassis Company to build them. Lotus Engineering Company became a limited liability company on 25th September 1952., on 1st January 1953 Chapman was joined by Mike Costin, both working in their spare time from their day jobs.
 

Racing success with the Mark VI in 1953 encouraged Chapman to build a streamlined version for 1954, and fitted with a 1.5 litre MG engine, this car, and the earlier Mk VI, beat the works Porsche in the sports car race before the British Grand Prix at Silverstone. Lotus had arrived, and new cars were being ordered in sufficient numbers for Chapman and Mike Costin to give up their day jobs and work for Lotus full time on 1st January 1955.
 

Lotus first raced at Le Mans in 1955 with the Mk IX. Chapman and Flockhart lost some time due to a slipping clutch but were running well when the car was disqualified when Chapman reversed it out of a sand bank after an off-road excursion.
 

The Eleven sports cars followed, and with the new Coventry Climax engine they were the cars to have if you wanted to win races. In 1957 an updated version of the Mark VI appeared called the Seven. This was so successful that it is still in production now (called the Caterham Seven).
 

A single seat Lotus appeared in 1957 and Lotus won the Index of Performance at Le Mans. Lotus had outgrown the tiny premises at Hornsey, and in 1959 moved to a purpose built factory at Cheshunt.
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Lotus Elite 1960
 

 

1960s Growth
 

The new factory was needed to assemble the revolutionary new Lotus Elite, a two seater coupe with integral glassfibre body/chassis. Lotus entered Formula 1 in 1958 and by 1960 with their first rear-engined car, the Eighteen, a Lotus won its first Grand Prix, driven by Stirling Moss.
 

The 1960s showed steady growth of Lotus both on the race track, where Jim Clark won two World Championships, and in the market place with the new Lotus Elan, still thought by many to be the best ever sports car, and in collaboration with Ford, the Lotus-Cortina. The new DFV engine from Cosworth brought further F1 success, and Lotus won at Indianapolis.
 

The rear engined Europa followed, and Chapman, keen to be rid of his kit-car image, sold off the Seven to Caterham Cars and prepared to start building cars for a higher income bracket. Cheshunt was too small, and the final move was made to Hethel, near Norwich in Norfolk in 1966 where a new four seater car, also named the Elite, entered production with their own 2 litre Lotus engine.
 

 

1970s Expansion
 

On the track the 70s were a continuing success story in all the single seat formulae, but sports car racing had virtually ceased with the unsuccessful Lotus 30 and 40
The Elite was followed by the lower priced Eclat, the Esprit two seat Coupe, and the Sunbeam Lotus which won the Rally Championship in 1981. Then in 1982 came the shattering news that Colin Chapman had died at the age of only 54. To many of those interested in historic Lotus cars that was the end of the era, and Team Lotus withdrew from Formula 1 in 1995. Group Lotus continues to be a leading figure in the world of automotive engineering, and recent success with the Elise has done much to restore their deserved prestige.
 

The Glory Years in F1
 

In 1965 the team won both F1 championships, the Indy 500, the Australian Tasman series and the British and French F2 titles. In fact, Jim Clark led every lap of every race that he finished that year and scored maximum points. Just five years after their first F1 victory, Lotus were indisputably the best team in the world. They would win the Tasman series again in 1967 and 1968.
 

Their 1966 season was hampered by uncompetitive BRM engines, having switched from Coventry Climax that year. But the following year bought a return to form with a new chassis design and a new engine supplier. The Lotus 49 was another seminal car. It won first time out in 1967, though reliability issues prevented it from taking the title that year. It took the idea of stressed panels a step further, using the engine as stressed member (in other words, the wheels and rear wing were connected directly to the engine. There was no rear bodywork). Doing away with the rear bodywork saved on weight, and the air was so turbulent by the time it had passed over the whole car that the diffuser - rear aerodynamics - was having little effect anyway. As a side-effect, this also gave the best possible view of the Ford DFV engine, which would go on to win more races than any other power-plant. The Ford was the first engine to be custom-built by the manufacturer for the team. Again, all top-level motorsport engines are now built this way. Wings and slick tyres appeared around this time but were not developed by any F1 team. They were virtually the only significant technical advances of this period not made by Lotus.
 

Like the 25, the 49 was known as much for its sleek good looks as for its performance on the track (though those looks were marred in later seasons by the addition of unsightly wings). To cap a superlative car, the Jim Clark/Graham Hill driver line-up was one of the strongest ever.
 

The Ford-Cosworth engine proved so powerful that the F1 authorities asked Chapman to make it available to other teams from 1968 onwards, as otherwise there would be no serious competition. For nearly 20 years afterwards, aside from Ferrari and BRM, all race-winning teams used off-the-shelf Ford Cosworth engines. Only the arrival of the turbo era eventually displaced it.
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Jim Clark and Driver Deaths
 

Scottish ex-farmer Jim Clark was an indispensable part of the Lotus team during this period. He was possibly the most naturally talented racing driver ever. He won two F1 titles before dying in an F2 race in 1968. Lotus was the only team he ever drove for, and he was one of Chapman's closest friends; the two quiet personalities seemed to match. Despite his prowess, Clark never won at Monaco, regarded by many as the circuit that tests a driver's skill the most. In part this is because, as mentioned above, he missed the Monaco Grand Prix several times to compete in the Indy 500. Chapman was devastated by Clark's death, and considered closing the team. Only Graham Hill's strong leadership and championship-winning form held the team together.
 

Jochen Rindt also died at the wheel of a Lotus (uniquely, he became champion posthumously in 1970), as did Alan Stacey. These events - and Sterling Moss' near-fatal crash in one of Chapman's cars - affected Chapman profoundly, though probably never to the same extent as Clark's death. Long after Moss was able to laugh off his injuries, Chapman could be moved to anger by any light-hearted reference to the incident.
 

 

Team Colours and Sponsorship
 

When Lotus first entered Formula 1, every car ran in its national colours. For British cars like Lotus, that meant British Racing Green. The teams differentiated themselves by using different shades, or by using coloured stripes. The Lotus team colours were therefore green with a yellow stripe down the centre of the car.
 

Sponsorship at this time was limited to a few oil and tyre companies paying the teams to be able to say that their products were used. When the rules were relaxed, Chapman was the first to repaint his entire car in his sponsor's colours - the Gold Leaf tobacco brand. This was to be the start of a long association between F1 and tobacco money, and all race teams now run in sponsors' colours.
 

In the late seventies, Lotus switched brands to John Player Special. Their black-and-gold livery became one of the most famous in sports sponsorship history. Chapman also became the first team-owner to name his cars after his sponsor, insisting that they be known as John Player Special Lotuses. Again, this practice has become standard throughout all formulae of motor-racing.
 

 

LOTUS ROAD CARS
 

Despite not being the race team, Lotus Cars occasionally entered cars in sports events. Here too, Lotus ingenuity was in evidence. The road cars were the first to use pop-up headlamps for aerodynamic efficiency. The Chapman strut (essentially a McPherson strut used on the rear suspension) is now a standard suspension design, though it has disadvantages in terms of height and side-load. The famed 'backbone' layout (a central monocoque with the bodywork radiating from it) remains one of the most efficient chassis designs, giving superb handling.
Following is a list of some of the best-remembered Lotus road-cars.
· The Lotus VI was the first production car from Lotus, though it predated the formation of Lotus Cars as a separate company. It used a standard small Ford engine and light bodywork to be fast and nimble.
· The Lotus 7, not to be confused with the Lotus VII, was based on the Lotus XI. It was manufactured by Lotus between 1957 and 1973, when the rights to production were sold to Caterham, who still make it as the Caterham 7. This was the first kit car, and became the basis of most later kit cars. The 'kit car' was another Lotus first - rather than selling a car, Lotus sold all the parts for the car, plus instructions on how to assemble it. This reduced both labour costs and tax, and was possible because of the Lotus design philosophy - sports performance from a standard engine and simple design.
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Lotus 7
 

· The Lotus Elite (1957), was another groundbreaking roadcar. It used a fibreglass monocoque, nearly thirty years before these were first used in motor-racing. It won the Index of Thermal Efficiency and 1300cc class at Le Mans in 1958, and came and 14th overall. The name was later recycled for an unrelated model.
· The Lotus Cortina (Lotus 28, 1963) was technically a Ford, but assigned a Lotus number. An upgrade to the rather mundane Ford Cortina, this became a favourite getaway car for London gangsters, along with the Jaguar E-Type, because of its low cost, high performance and good handling.
· The Lotus Europa (Lotus 46) is not now remembered as one of Lotus' best designs, but managed to use its 85hp Renault engine to get from 0-60 in under 10 seconds.
· The Lotus Esprit (Lotus 79) became one of the company's backbones. It featured in two James Bond films, The Spy Who Loved Me (the white car that turns into a sub) and For Your Eyes Only (the red car that explodes). Modified turbo versions continue to compete in sports-car races, and this was the fastest production car Lotus ever produced.  The mid-engine configuration places weight in the optimum position for grip, but even so, 210bhp in a relatively light car is enough to set the tyres alight when dropping the clutch at 4800rpm. Grip soon takes over, 8psi registers on the boost gauge and 30mph comes up in only 2.5 secs, 60mph in 6.1 secs – we did manage 5.9 seconds on one occasion – and 100mph in 15.8 secs. Impressive enough figures when one considers that we were hampered by the rev limiter which cut in early at 6900rpm rather than the correct 7100rpm. Incremental times in the gears are as good, or marginally better, than our previous car from mid-revs onwards. The time from 50 to 70mph to top is now 6.6 seconds – a reduction of 1.9 secs, from 70 to 90mph, 6.7 secs – two seconds quicker – and from 100mph to 120mph, 2.5 seconds faster at 10.6 seconds.
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Lotus Esprit Turbo
 

· The Lotus 84, or Eclat, and its upgrade, the Lotus 89, or Excel, are the 'forgotten' Lotuses, lacking the success or quality of their brethren.
· The Lotus Elan (Lotus 26) used backbone suspension, and became another top-seller for the company. Its basic design has been imitated by many other motor-car manufacturers, notably Mazda's MX5 (the 'Hairdressers' Car'). Production ran from 1962 to 1974. It was also innovative in its use of glass-fibre bodywork and all-independent suspension.Weighing only 1,200lbs, featuring a very low center of gravity, minimal body roll due to a race-car-derived, all-independent suspension, rack-and-pinion steering, and 4-wheel disc brakes, the Elan has been a familiar sight on the race track as well. Its eminently tuneable 1558cc, Ford-derived Lotus engine features a twin cam alloy head and develops 100hp/liter with only minor tweaks.
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Lotus Elan
 

In 1986, Lotus was taken over by General Motors following the Lotus group's disastrous collapse. In 1990 they won the US SECA sports-cars championship, with victories in half the races. They also produced an upgraded version of the Vauxhall Carlton (known as the Omega in the USA). In 1992, Chris Boardman won Olympic gold on a carbon-fibre, asymmetric Lotus bicycle, demonstrating that not only was the company still capable of innovative design, it was not restricted to motor-vehicles. 1992 also saw another US sportscar championship title. Yet the company continued to lose money, and in 1993 it was sold to Bugatti. Three years later, it was sold again, to Proton. This is now the only surviving arm of the company, and appears to be running smoothly. It has recently moved back into the consultancy arena, tweaking the suspension of a few Protons and designing the Vauxhall VX220.
· The reason behind the return to financial form is the Lotus Elise. Returning to the basic principles of a light, fast, agile two-seater roadster, Lotus have once again created a classic design, which continues to sell well even in its 'improved' redesigned form.
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Lotus Elsie chassis
 

· Lotus' latest release is the Lotus 119, which ran (the wrong way, downhill) at the 2002 Goodwood Festival of Speed. Not only is this one of the fastest cars Lotus have built, it has no engine! It is believed to be the fastest box-car ever built, capable of 200mph on a 45 degree slope.
 

 

Lotus Engineering - Pure Lotus
 

The consultancy business was always the backbone of the Lotus group. When times were hard for the road car division, the engineering division could be relied upon to provide a steady income. It is therefore perhaps ironic that it was this division that was eventually to lead to the group's collapse through its involvement with the Delorean scandal. Much of the 54 million pounds paid out to the Delorean Motor Company to build a plant in Belfast disappeared. Lotus were involved because they were approached by Delorean to put the finishing touches to the troublesome chassis design (they scrapped it and used an Esprit chassis, a fact which was kept quiet at the time). It seems that Chapman's need to be constantly finding a new way around the rules rather than patiently improving an existing design extended to his financial dealings also, and it is probable that his demise saved him from a lengthy and ignominious prison term. When the scandal broke and Lotus' involvement became clear, including a criminal investigation into its Managing Director and other senior personnel, sponsors for the company dried up. With no recent racing successes to fall back on, the race team foundered, taking the other branches of the business with it.
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As detailed above, the road-car business survives, and the rights to the F1 team name occasionally pass hands for small sums of money. But the Lotus name is already carved deeply into the fabric of automotive design, and will remain there.
 

Lotus is working at top speed to design and develop a secret new £75,000 supercar to replace the 25-year-old Esprit in two years' time. Depicted below is an official Lotus drawing and, above, enhanced by computer design, the new Esprit – a mid-engine two-door coupé with compact styling and dimensions, sophisticated aerodynamics, ultra-agile handling and a top speed close to 200mph – is being engineered to suit all the major car markets of the world. Lotus aims to offer markedly better performance and value for money than established opponents like the Porsche 911, Ferrari 360 and Lamborghini Gallardo.
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Lotus Design supplied this illustration of a new supercar in 1995, which may or may not be the new Esprit.
 

 



 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM
 

Kennen Sie ABS, ESP, PDC, HDC, SBC, ABC oder Servolenkung und elektrische Fenster-heber?
Haben Sie ein ausgeprägtes Bedürfnis nach Komfort, Sicherheit und Platz- kurzum nach LUXUS?  Nun ja, dann empfehle ich Ihnen die anderen mindestens ebenso interessanten Artikel auf dieser Website.

Das hier vorgestellte Auto trägt zwar einen mit Sicherheit sympathischen, vielleicht auch schüchternen Namen, jedoch sei an dieser Stelle schon darauf hingewiesen, dass die Typen-bezeichnung nicht im geringsten etwas mit den inneren Werten dieses Autos zu tun hat.
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The late Colin Chapman
 


Sie stellt vielmehr eine Art Widmung des ehemaligen Lotus-und Bugattieigentümers Romano Artioli an seine Nichte Elise dar.

Ansonsten schwebt über der Elise der Geist des legendären Lotusmitbegründers Anthony Colin Bruce Chapman(geb.1928 in Richmond/Surrey,GB,gestorben1982)und seines wohl be-rühmtesten Geniestreichs, dem Lotus Seven.

Selbiger feierte 5 Jahre nach Gründung des Unternehmens Lotus im Oktober 1957 seine Weltpremiere Schon damals verwirklichte Colin Chapman seine Philosophie, nach der es galt, durch ein möglichst geringes Basisgewicht und eine vergleichsweise geringe Motorleistung ein möglichst hohes Leistungsgewicht bei im Vergleich zur Konkurrenz moderaten Preisen zu realisieren.

Das traf in der Tat auf den Seven zu, der bei einem Gewicht von 445kg vergleichsweise kümmerlich motorisiert war. (1,2lFordmotor,Vmax:130km/h, Preis als Bausatz: 536 englische Pfund- damals!) Daraus ergab sich ein Leistungsgewicht von ca.11kg/PS, welches in den Folgejahren durch eine Anhebung der Motorleistung auf ca.5kg reduziert werden konnte.

Ganz in der Tradition des Seven besitzt auch die Elise ein gemessen an ihrer Masse(710kg) und ihrer Leistung (122 PS)hervorragendes Leistungsgewicht von 5,8kg/PS, welches in etwa auf dem Niveau eines Porsche Boxter liegt.

In Verbindung mit der ganz auf möglichst hohen Fahrspaß ausgerichteten Gesamtabstimmung (Lenkung, Federung...)ergibt sich so ein Fahrgefühl, für das man speziell jenseits der Alpen das mehrfache des Basispreises einer Elise(64700DM,ca. 33100€) investieren muss.  Trotz der exzellenten Fahrleistungen (0-100km/h in 5,7s; 80-120km/h in ca.9s) lässt die Elise ihren Besitzer an der Tankstelle nicht Tribut zollen-der Verbrauch liegt bei ca.9 l/100km.

Wem die Serienausstattung vielleicht doch ein wenig zu karg ausgefallen ist, dem bietet Lotus zum einen ein sog. "Sports Touring Pack" mit u.a. Ledersitzen, Audioanlage und sogar einer Fußstütze für den Beifahrer an.

Zum anderen ist es möglich mittels eines "Race Tech Pack" im Innenraum noch mehr Renn- atmosphäre zu erzeugen.Kostenpunkt für beide Pakete: Jeweils rund 10000 DM(5200 €).
Ein sehr empfehlenswertes, insbesondere für den Ganzjahresgebrauch unerlässliches Extra ist das erhältliche Hardtop, welches zwei Flügelklappen besitzt, die den gerade bei feuchtem Wetter doch recht beschwerlichen Einstieg aufgrund des breiten Seitenschwellers erheblich erleichtern.
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Lotus 7 parts kit
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